THIS TREE IS A SURVIVOR
IT IS OVER YEARS OLD

IT SURVIVES AT TEMPS BELOW -18
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‘Encounters with the Real World’:

Research informed media to change hearts and minds

My PhD research with creative work “Episodes on
the Farm” is based on a series of design,
construction and landscape development
‘episodes’ in the microcosm of my green wedge
farm in Doreen, Nillumbik (Wurundjeri Country). The
episodes are based often on the development of
site and problem responsive solutions to design
questions a little way outside the standard
disciplinary limits of landscape architecture.

A key aim of my creative work, which foregrounds
narrative storytelling as well as other ‘subjective’
methods is to explore how research and design
possibilities can be explored and communicated to
spark  understanding and  innovation. My
communication aims to draw in the viewer with an
empathetic and engaged interest in problems,
technical approaches, and opportunities that might
be interpreted as ‘dry’ in a typical academic
approach without subjective detail, emotion, or
imagery.

My research is representative of the passion | have
for design thinking and design processes to find
positive outcomes for the built, and sometimes
natural, environment. My work is also representative
of a philosophy that to solve wicked problems,
tactical, emotional and appealing communication
and conversation are critical. Both of these
approaches spill outside of the context of my
research. They also spill beyond my practice into
advocacy.

In 2020 the lines blurred between
personal/professional, designer/researcher, and
landowner/activist when a ‘cleanfill tip’ opened
immediately across the road from my farm. It
brought a wide range of environmental and social
problems to my property and local community. |
fought with my neighbours for the council to
implement its own planning scheme.

| used fact and professional understandings of the
landscape impacts, but also centred an emotional
pull in writings and imagery. Social media posts,
emails to councillors, and letters to state
government ministers highlighted the risks to
elements that locals and those further afield hold
dear.

#advocacy #creative research #subjective

The mental health of our teenage residents, the
water quality impacts on platypus downstream, and
the traffic and habitat risk to echidna, phascogales
and other precious green wedge animals were
highlighted. The campaign against the tip erased my
anonymity locally as | featured in newspaper articles
and in radio interviews, and eventually ran for
council to try to achieve systemic change.

As a result of my 2020 campaign | was empowered
to advocate publicly to input into decisions
seemingly the domain of others (bodies and/or arms
of government), and apparently fixed. My advocacy
approaches are context specific, and evolving, but
draw on my research (and life) philosophy. To
change the real world | try to change hearts and
minds. | aim to trigger a positive or concerned
emotion, but provide understanding of what can
underlie useful action and above all hope. | often
identify problems, but go on to highlight solutions
through design thinking, or simply by highlighting the
‘perfect fit’ characteristics of a natural element.

My A/V reel includes the following pieces of
advocacy :

1. A presentation to the Yan Yean Road (Stage 2)
Upgrade Project Inquiry and Advisory Committee
Hearing (2020)

1. A social media post about the amazing natural
qualities of Acacia Melanoxlyon in the
ecosystem and as a fire safe tree* (2024)

2. A social media post about Nature Strip
Gardening Guidelines for Nillumbik (told from a
very personal angle) (2024)

3. A presentation detailing my three contextually
innovative approaches to implementation of the
new Nillumbik Council Biodiversity Strategy.
(2024)

4. A short about Eucalyptus Pauciflora,
highlighting the incredible resilience of this tree
in the face of extreme environmental conditions*
(2024)

*These short and seemingly ‘fluff’ tree posts were
designed to highlight these trees as lower combustibility
street tree options for fire prone areas.

#research impact  #real world
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